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Dear Students and Parents, 

 

This handbook has been prepared to help you make meaningful deci-

sions regarding course selections for the coming school year.  The fol-

lowing information is included: promotion requirements, course offer-

ings, prerequisites, and course descriptions.  Please use the information 

provided in this catalogue to guide you in your course selection. 

 

If you have additional questions, please contact your teachers or coun-

selor.  Changes in course selections must remain minimal, so that plan-

ning for the next school year can be accomplished efficiently.   

 

We welcome you to Canyon Ridge Middle School and look forward to 

an exciting year ahead. 

 

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Susan Sullivan 

Principal 
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Academic Program Information 
 

Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS)    
The Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills (TEKS) identify what Texas stu-
dents should know and be able to do at every grade and in every course. The 
State Board of Education has adopted the TEKS as the minimum curriculum 
for all Texas schools.  

 
College Preparatory Courses and Programs Overview 
In addition to all Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills, subject matter is ex-
tended both in breadth and depth and aligned with the expectations of college-
readiness from both the Advanced Placement Program (AP) and the Interna-
tional Baccalaureate Program (IB). Courses are designated with ñPre-AP, 
QUEST, or PACEò in the course name at the middle school. In accordance 
with the philosophy espoused by the College Board and the International Bac-
calaureate program, enrollment in Pre-AP/IB and/or AP/IB courses at the high 
school level is open to all students who wish to undertake a rigorous course of 
study.  
 
For students at the middle school level taking high school credit courses, crite-
ria reviewed for a particular course may include the analysis of previous 
course grades, analysis of district assessment, and student desire. Please con-
tact the campus counseling office for information about criteria for specific 
courses. 
 
College Board Advanced Placement Program (AP) 
Pre-AP courses are designed to challenge as well as prepare students for AP. It 
is recommended, but not required, that students wishing to take AP courses 
participate in Pre-AP courses in 6th and 10th grade. To be successful in ad-
vanced courses, students are expected to have: 

¶ Ability to go above and beyond what is asked 

¶ Good time management skills 

¶ Strong reading and writing skills  

¶ High interest in subject matter 

¶ Willingness to accept critical feedback 

¶ Ability to know when and how to ask for help 
 

AP courses are equivalent to first-year college courses. Students enrolled in 
AP courses are encouraged to take the AP exam to potentially receive college 
credit. College Board AP courses are offered at all Leander ISD high school 
campuses for the highly motivated student who chooses to be challenged by 
college-level coursework in particular subject areas. AP Exam scores range 
from 1-5, with most colleges awarding credit hours for scores of three or bet-
ter.  
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International Baccalaureate Program (IB) 
The International Baccalaureate (IB) program is a rigorous and comprehensive 
curriculum designed to meet the challenge of college-bound and highly moti-
vated students. Although the program does not begin until the junior year, Pre-
IB advanced courses in the 9 and 10th grades are the best preparation for IB 
courses in 11th and 12th grades. Successful completion of course work and ex-
aminations at the junior/senior level may earn students credit at colleges and 
universities around the world.   IBôs broad range of subjects accommodates 
diverse student interests and intentions while adhering to the objectives of a 
cohesive liberal arts education. The program motivates students to develop 
their academic talents fully. Students are provided with a well-rounded, ad-
vanced academic course of study emphasizing the development of the total 
individual. In order to obtain a full IB Diploma a student must minimally have 
four years of foreign language in high school and preferably had Algebra I in 
the 8th grade. In addition, the student must take the Theory of Knowledge 
(TOK) course, complete Creativity, Action, Service (CAS) hours, and com-
plete an Extended Essay on a topic of their choice.  
 
The IB program is open to students from any of the district high schools. It is 
currently offered at Leander High School and will be offered at Vandegrift 
High School beginning with students entering 9th grade in the Fall of 2016. 
Prospective IB students from Henry, Leander, Running Brushy, Stiles, or 
Wiley Middle Schools will attend Leander HS. Students from Four Points or 
Canyon Ridge will attend Vandegrift High School. Students from Cedar Park 
will choose VHS or LHS based on transportation considerations for each fam-
ily. For further information on the IB program, please contact the  Leander 
High School or Vandegrift High School IB Coordinator. 
 
QUEST—Gifted and Talented (GT) 
ñQUESTò is an acronym for Quality Utilization and Enrichment of Student 
Talents. Leander ISDôs QUEST Program is designed to meet the needs of 
identified gifted students who have demonstrated above-average ability in the 
following two areas of giftedness as defined by the Texas State Plan for the 
Gifted: 1) high general-intellectual ability at the 95th percentile; and, 2) crea-
tive and productive thinking.  
 
The QUEST program is developmental in scope, with the curriculum address-
ing core content areas through projects and units that cross multiple subject 
areas. QUEST students have the opportunity to investigate topics of interest to 
them in greater depth and complexity. Students expand their abilities to apply 
critical thinking, creative thinking, communication, and research skills 
through individual and group projects, studies and problem-solving units. 
QUEST is available to LISD students in the elementary through high school 
grades. 
 
While students in grades K-12 may be nominated for QUEST at any time by 
teachers, counselors, administrators, parents, self, or peers, QUEST testing is 
done during specific testing windows.  Currently identified QUEST students  



7 

 

QUEST contôd - done dur ing specific testing windows.  Cur rently identi-
fied QUEST students do not need to be retested but are automatically placed 
into QUEST classes. Students who do not wish to continue in QUEST need to 
have their parents submit to the counseling office, for review by the District 
QUEST Placement Committee, a written request to ñfurloughò from QUEST.  
Transfer students, previously enrolled in a GT program, should submit GT 
documentation and testing information to the school registrar for review by 
the District QUEST staff to determine (a) full placement in the QUEST class, 
or (b) probationary placement in  the QUEST class with further testing, or (c) 
no placement in QUEST class and need for retesting through LISD.  Please 
check the Leander ISD website for additional information. 
 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) 
AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is an academic support 
program that prepares students for university eligibility and success. AVID 
places identified students in a rigorous curriculum and gives them the support 
to succeed therein. The curriculum of the AVID elective focuses on writing, 
inquiry, collaboration, organization and reading (WICOR), including specific 
strategies for note taking, test preparation and research, as well as tutorial sup-
port. The AVID elective class is also offered for all four years at the high 
school level. 

 
PACE/Pre-AP Mathematics  
LISDôs middle school PACE (Programs for Advancement, Challenge and En-
richment) and Pre-AP (Preparation for Advanced Placement) Mathematics 
Programs are designed to meet the needs of students who excel in mathemat-
ics. The purpose of the Leander ISD Middle School PACE/Pre-AP Mathemat-
ics program is to challenge students in the area of mathematics and to prepare 
them for success in upper level mathematics classes. For additional infor-
mation, please go to the Leander ISD website. 
 
Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) English/Language Arts  
LISDôs middle school Pre-AP (Preparation for Advanced Placement) Eng-
lish/Language Arts program is designed to meet the needs of students who 
excel in language arts. The purpose of the program is to challenge students 
in the area of language arts and to prepare them for success in high school 
advanced courses. Students in Pre-AP English/Language Arts receive in-
struction that provides a greater depth and complexity than the grade-level 
curriculum, meeting these studentsô need for academic challenge. Students 
are expected to have a higher commitment to the rigor of the enriched cur-
riculum requirements. 
 
Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) Social Studies  
LISDôs middle school Pre-AP (Preparation for Advanced Placement) So-
cial Studies program is designed to meet the needs of students who excel 
in social studies. The purpose of the program is to challenge students in the 
area of social studies and to prepare them for success in high school ad-
vanced courses. Students in Pre-AP Social Studies receive instruction that 
provides a greater depth and complexity than the grade-level curriculum, 
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High School Courses Taken in Middle School 
LISD offers some courses designated for grades 9-12 that can be taken in mid-
dle school. Students who take these courses must show satisfactory comple-
tion of the prerequisite class and Texas Essential Knowledge and Skills as 
well as state and district requirements for the high school course taken. Satis-
factory completion of high school courses in middle school shall be reflected 
on the studentôs academic achievement record, and the student will be award-
ed state graduation credit, but the grade will not be averaged in the studentôs 
high school grade point average (GPA). 
 
Students who satisfactorily complete math courses in middle school should 
plan to continue with higher-level mathematics courses in grades 9-12. Stu-
dents who successfully complete Spanish I in middle school may use the 
course to satisfy one credit of the foreign language requirement in grades 9-
12. 
 
In addition, students taking high school level courses will take the STAAR 
end-of-course (EOC) exams for the subject areas that affect high school grad-
uation. Please see the district website for more information on high school 
graduation requirements. 
 

Correspondence, Distance and Virtual Courses 

Middle school students have the option to take correspondence, distance and 

virtual courses to earn high school credit toward graduation.  Most courses are 

completed outside the school day and at the expense of the parent/student 

(with a few exceptions). Please see your school counselors if you would like 

additional information on this option. 
 

Credit by Examination for Acceleration 

Examination for Acceleration (EA) allows students who have already mas-

tered content and skills in a particular course, to advance to the next level. Stu-

dents take a designated criterion-referenced test which covers the Texas Es-

sential Knowledge and Skills of the course. 

         

EA registration forms are available through the campus counselor.  The dis-

trict provides four EA testing windows at no cost to students. Specific testing 

windows and registration deadlines for EA are posted on District and Campus 

websites. Parents and students may receive additional information about EA 

from campus counselors or by emailing kathy.wood@leanderisd.org or sa-

rah.hyde@leanderisd.org 

         

         
 
 

mailto:kathy.wood@leanderisd.org
mailto:sarah.hyde@leanderisd.org
mailto:sarah.hyde@leanderisd.org
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EA contôd - Students must score 80% or higher on the Exam for Accelera-

tion,  although it is not used to determine grade point average (GPA).  The 

campus will notify the parents and students upon receiving results of the 

tests.    

 
UT provides review sheets for grades 1-12 in a free online printable format, 
available even before students are enrolled. Visit the UT-High School website 
at https://highschool.utexas.edu.  

 
 
OFF CAMPUS PE 
Students in 7th and 8th grade can apply for Off Campus PE (OCPE) by ob-
taining an application documentation form from the guidance office.  There is 
no off campus PE for 6th grade students. OCPE programs may be conducted 
off campus; however, they must be all-year programs, not seasonal league 
sports or activities.  Qualification for students who may be applying for a Cat-
egory I or Category II PE wavier will be determined by the LISD Coordinator 
of Health and PE.  Applications for OCPE will not be accepted without using 
a vendor/instructor from the LISD district approved list.  If a student wishes to 
apply using a vendor that is not on the list, they must contact the district office 
for an application for the vendor/instructor to be approved.  It is the responsi-
bility of the student and the vendor/instructor to become an approved provider 
of OCPE.  The process will not be initiated through LISD.  For the most up-to
-date list, please visit the Leander ISD website. The deadline for a middle 
school student wishing to apply for OCPE is prior to the first day of school of 
the studentôs upcoming school year. Parents are encouraged to submit OCPE 
applications as soon as possible to decrease the potential of scheduling con-
flicts for their student. Students must reapply each year they are eligible for 
OCPE.  
 
Different Types of OCPE 
Category I:  Olympic-level participation and/or competition includes a  mini-
mum of 15 hours per week of highly intensive, professional, supervised train-
ing.  The training facility, instructors, and the activities involved in the pro-
gram must be certified by the superintendent to be of exceptional quality.  Stu-
dents qualifying and participating at this level may be dismissed from school 
one hour per day.  Students dismissed may not miss any class other than phys-
ical education. 
Category II:  Private or commercially-sponsored physical activities include 
those certified by the superintendent to be of high quality and well supervised 
by appropriately trained instructors.  Student participation of at least 5 hours 
per week must be required.  Students certified to participate at this level may 
not be dismissed from any part of the regular school day. 



10 

 

 
STAAR (State or Texas Assessments of Academic Readiness) 
All sixth, seventh and eighth grade students are required to take STAAR tests.  
Students in sixth grade will take the STAAR reading and mathematics tests. 
Students in seventh grade will take the STAAR reading, mathematics and 
writing tests.  Students in eighth grade will take the STAAR reading, mathe-
matics, science and social studies tests. In addition, students taking high 
school level course will take the STAAR end-of-course (EOC) exams for the 
subject areas that affect high school graduation. Currently the EOC require-
ments are for English I, English II, Algebra I, Biology and U.S. History. 

 
College Readiness Overview 

PSAT 8/9 
PSAT 8/9 is a test that provides practice for, and early exposure to, college 
entrance exams. PSAT 8/9 is part of the College Board Suite of Assessments, 
which includes the PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT.  This test will be given to all 
LISD 8th and 9th grade students during the school day in the fall. It is an op-
portunity for students to practice testing in a timed setting.  The PSAT 8/9 has 
no impact on your studentôs grades, report card or permanent record. PSAT 
8/9 provides students the opportunity to gain experience and identify areas for 
potential growth.  
  
According to College Board standards, PSAT 8/9 measures the skills and 
knowledge students need in order to be on track to be college ready. The as-
sessment is vertically aligned with the PSAT/NMSQT and SAT and measures 
the same strands through the same format and question types in three basic 
academic areas: Evidenced-Based Reading, Writing and Language. 
 
PSAT/NMSQT and SAT - Preliminary SAT/National Merit Schol-
arship Qualifying Test 
The SAT assesses verbal and mathematical reasoning skills students have de-
veloped over time and skills they need to be successful in college. Preparation 
for the SAT begins with the PSAT or Preliminary SAT. By taking the PSAT 
in 10th and11th grades, students have two opportunities to practice for the 
SAT. Students may receive information from potential colleges through the 
Student Search Service. In addition, the 11th grade PSAT is used for qualifica-
tion for the National Merit Scholarship Competition. Students receive feed-
back on their PSAT results that can help them identify strengths and weak-
nesses in preparing for the SAT. Students may utilize Khan Academy to ac-
cess free personalized study resources. Information about the PSAT and the 
SAT can be found on the College Boardôs website, www.collegeboard.com. 
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The ACT  
In addition to the College Boardôs SAT, the ACT also, assesses high school 
studentsô general educational development and their ability to complete col-
lege-level work. The multiple-choice tests cover four skill areas: English, 
mathematics, reading, and science. Writing is not a component of the general 
ACT Exam. There is an optional writing test that measures skill in plan-
ning and writing a short essay. Studentsô have the opportunity to take a 
school-day ACT test in the spring of their junior year. More infor-
mation about ACT can be found at their website, www.act.org.  

 
ADDITIONAL INFORMATION  

 
Requirements for Promotion 

To meet the minimum requirements for promotion, a student must receive a 
yearly average of 70% or greater in three of the four required classes: lan-
guage arts, math, science, and social studies.  A student who receives a yearly 
average of 69% or less in two or more of these classes may be retained.  Each 
middle school student must take a full load of courses, which generally are 
composed of: 

language arts, math, science, and social studies, 
one physical activity (required at grades 6 and 7), and  
one elective course (one full-year or two half-year course(s)) 

 
 
 
 

Schedule Change Policy 
Schedule changes are the exception in LISD.  They occur only if there are 
compelling reasons.  Students with scheduling concerns should make an ap-
pointment with his/her grade level counselor. If necessary, a parent/teacher/
student/administrator conference will be scheduled.  A schedule change may 
result in a student being moved to another academic team.  Class availability 
may impact elective choices.  Every attempt will be made to honor the 
student's elective choice.   
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ACADEMICS 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS 
 
1601 Language Arts Grade 6 
Sixth grade students refine and master previously learned knowledge and 
skills in increasingly complex situations.  Students read a variety of classic 
and contemporary selections (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama).  Stu-
dents deepen reading comprehension through literary and informational 
analysis, vocabulary study, and class discussions.  Students select appropri-
ate forms of writing to communicate ideas and information to specific audi-
ences for specific purposes.  Students revise and edit writing for clarity and 
correct use of conventions to produce final, error-free pieces on a regular 
basis.   
 
1621 Pre-AP English/Language Arts Grade 6 
Sixth grade Pre-AP ELA is an open enrollment course with no prerequisites 
required. Pre-AP English/Language Arts students refine and master previ-
ously learned knowledge and skills in increasingly complex situations in 
preparation for the rigor of middle school and high school Pre-AP/AP cours-
es. Students read a variety of classic and contemporary selections (fiction, 
non-fiction, poetry, and drama) inside and outside of class. Students deepen 
reading comprehension through literary and informational analysis, vocabu-
lary study, and class discussions. Students select appropriate forms of writ-
ing to communicate ideas and information to specific audiences for specific 
purposes. Students revise and edit writing for clarity and correct use of con-
ventions to produce final, error-free pieces on a regular basis. 
 
1701 Language Arts Grade 7 
Seventh grade students refine and master previously learned knowledge and 
skills in increasingly complex situations.  Students read a variety of classic 
and contemporary selections (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama).  Stu-
dents deepen reading comprehension through literary and informational 
analysis, vocabulary study, and class discussions.  Students select appropri-
ate forms of writing to communicate ideas and information to specific audi-
ences for specific purposes.  Students revise and edit writing for clarity and 
correct use of conventions to produce final, error-free pieces on a regular 
basis.   
 

http://galileo.d11.org/Drama Club Slideshow/Forms/DispForm.aspx?ID=3
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LANGUAGE ARTS (contôd) 

 

1721 Pre-AP English/Language Arts Grade 7 
Seventh grade Pre-AP ELA is an open enrollment course with no prerequi-
sites required. Pre-AP English/Language Arts students refine and master 
previously learned knowledge and skills in increasingly complex situations 
in preparation for the rigor of middle school and high school Pre-AP/AP 
courses. Students read a variety of classic and contemporary selections 
(fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama) inside and outside of class. Students 
deepen reading comprehension through literary and informational analysis, 
vocabulary study, and class discussions. Students select appropriate forms of 
writing to communicate ideas and information to specific audiences for spe-
cific purposes. Students revise and edit writing for clarity and correct use of 
conventions to produce final, error-free pieces on a regular basis.  
 
1801 Language Arts Grade 8  
Eighth grade students refine and master previously learned knowledge and 
skills in increasingly complex situations.  Students read a variety of classic 
and contemporary selections (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, and drama).  Stu-
dents deepen reading comprehension through literary and informational 
analysis, vocabulary study, and class discussions.  Students select appropri-
ate forms of writing to communicate ideas and information to specific audi-
ences for specific purposes.  Students revise and edit writing for clarity and 
correct use of conventions to produce final, error-free pieces on a regular 
basis.   
 
1821 Pre-AP English/Language Arts Grade 8 
Eighth grade Pre-AP ELA is an open enrollment course with no prerequi-
sites required. Pre-AP English/Language Arts students refine and master 
previously learned knowledge and skills in increasingly complex situations 
in preparation for the rigor of high school Pre-AP/AP courses. Students read 
a variety of classic and contemporary selections (fiction, non-fiction, poetry, 
and drama) inside and outside of class, including a required reading assign-
ment to be completed before the first day of school. Students deepen reading 
comprehension through literary and informational analysis, vocabulary 
study, and class discussions. Students select appropriate forms of writing to 
communicate ideas and information to specific audiences for specific pur-
poses. Students revise and edit writing for clarity and correct use of conven-
tions to produce final, error-free pieces on a regular basis.  
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LANGUAGE ARTS (contôd) 
 
Pre-AP ELA is an open enrollment course. Please consider the infor-
mation below as you consider Pre-AP ELA enrollment. 
 
Who should enroll? 
 
Students who love to read and express themselves in written and verbal 
communication should enroll in a Pre-AP English/Language Arts course. 
 
Students previously identified as QUEST or PACE ELA will be enrolled in 
a Pre-AP English/Language Arts courses. 
 
Student considerations for enrollment include:   

¶ likes to challenge themselves 

¶ manages their course work and extra-curricular activities fairly well 

¶ initiates reading and writing in a variety of genres both inside and out-
side of class 

¶ identifies specific reading and writing strengths and goals and creates a 
plan to achieve those goals 

¶ thinks critically as a reader about the implications of texts, makes com-
plex inferences, and supports thinking 

¶ takes risks as a writer regarding genre, content, sentence structure, word 
choice, sustains writing, and shares writing 

¶ Students who enjoy reading/writing and are successful in their current 
ELA course.  
 
 
 

MATHEMATICS 
2601 Math Grade 6 
The primary focal points of sixth grade math are all mathematical operations 
with integers, fractions, and decimals; rational number conversions; algebra-
ic relationships and solving equations; proportional relationships in problem 
situations; constructing geometric formulas; statistics and graphical repre-
sentations; and personal financial literacy. Students explore and apply these 
concepts through the use of problem solving models, tools and technology, 
multiple representation, communication and justification of ideas. 



15 

 
 

 
MATHEMATICS (contôd) 

 
2611 Math PACE Pre-AP Grade 6 
Pre-requisite: All students successfully completing PACE grade 5 or quali-
fying with the PACE Screener Test will be enrolled in this course.  
 
The PACE/Pre-AP experience in grades 6 and 7 prepares students for Pre-
AP Algebra in grade 8. The curriculum for the sixth grade PACE math clas-
ses combines the content from both the 6th and 7th grade TEKS (Texas Es-
sential Knowledge and Skills). Success in PACE/Pre-AP classes requires a 
high level of commitment and responsibility. The increased rigor of these 
courses provides challenge and deep understanding for students who have 
shown a need for enrichment in the area of mathematics. All students suc-
cessfully completing fifth grade PACE Math or meeting qualifying criteria 
will be enrolled in this course. 
 
2701 Math Grade 7 
The primary focal points of seventh grade math are all mathematical opera-
tions with positive and negative rational numbers; solving multi-step equa-
tions and inequalities; bridging two- and three-dimensional geometry; repre-
sentation and application of proportionality; probability; statistical analysis; 
and personal financial literacy. Students explore and apply these concepts 
through the use of problem solving models, tools and technology, multiple 
representation, communication and justification of ideas. 
 
2711 Math PACE Pre-AP Grade 7 
Pre-requisite: All students successfully completing PACE grade 6 or quali-
fying with the PACE Screener Test will be enrolled in this course.  
 
The curriculum for the seventh grade PACE math classes combines content 
from both the 7th and 8th grade TEKS (Texas Essential Knowledge and 
Skills), in preparation to take Pre-AP Algebra I in grade 8. Success in 
PACE/Pre-AP classes requires a high level of commitment and responsibil-
ity. The increased rigor of these courses provides challenge and deep under-
standing for students who have shown a need for enrichment in the area of 
mathematics. All students successfully completing sixth grade PACE Math 
or meeting qualifying criteria will be enrolled in this course. 
 
2801 Math Grade 8 
The primary focal points of eighth grade math are rational and irrational 
numbers; equations and inequalities with variables on both sides; applica-
tions of surface area and volume; attributes of linear relationships; transfor-
mational geometry; statistical procedures to describe data; and personal fi-
nancial literacy. Students explore and apply these concepts through the use 
of problem solving models, tools and technology, multiple representation, 
communication and justification of ideas. 
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MATHEMATICS (contôd) 
 
2811 Pre-AP Algebra I* 
Prerequisite:  All students successfully completing Math PACE/Pre-AP Grade 7 
or earning a 80% or greater on the Examination for Acceleration for Math Grade 
8 will be enrolled in this course.   
 
In Pre-AP (Advanced Placement) Algebra I, students use symbols in a va-
riety of ways to study relationships among quantities. Students use func-
tions to represent and model problem situations and to analyze and inter-
pret relationships. Equations arise as a way of asking and answering ques-
tions involving functional relationships. Students work in many situations 
to set up equations and use a variety of methods to solve these equations. 
Techniques for working with functions and equations are essential in un-
derstanding underlying relationships. Students use a variety of representa-
tions (concrete, numerical, algorithmic, graphical), tools, and technology 
(including but not limited to handheld calculators with graphing capabili-
ties), and model mathematical situations to solve meaningful problems. 
Curriculum also includes beginning strategies to prepare students to be 
successful in high school advanced placement classes. The increased rigor 
of these courses provides challenge and deep understanding for students 
who have shown a need for enrichment in the area of mathematics. 
Note: Due to required IB math course sequencing, students wishing to 
enroll in the IB Diploma Program are strongly recommended to complete 
Algebra I in the 8th grade.  

 
2821 Pre-AP Geometry*  
Prerequisite: All students successfully completing  Pre-AP Algebra I or earning a 
80% or greater on the Examinations for Acceleration for both Algebra IA and IB 
will be enrolled in this course.   

 

Pre-AP Geometry consists of the study of shapes and figures and their at-
tributes and properties, spatial reasoning, structure of mathematical sys-
tems, logical reasoning, congruence, similarity, and the use of geometric 
properties to solve problems.  
Note: This course may not be offered on your campus.  Transportation to a 
campus where the course is offered is not guaranteed and may need to be 
provided by parents. 
 
*Students successfully completing Pre-AP Algebra I and Pre-AP Geometry will 
receive one high school mathematics credit for each course, but the grade for Al-
gebra I and Geometry will not be averaged into the studentôs high school grade 
point average (GPA). Students taking Pre-AP Algebra I and Pre-AP Geometry as 
an eighth grader should plan to enroll in AP Statistics and/or AP Calculus during 
their junior or senior year. Students will take the available STAAR EoC (End of 
Course) Exam for any high school credit for which they are enrolled, to meet high 
school graduation requirements. 
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SCIENCE 

 
Each grade level in science has its own content focus; yet, each is interdisci-
plinary in nature. Within each content are the following concepts:  matter 
and energy, force and motion, organisms and the environment, and earth and 
space science.  Additionally, recurring themes are pervasive in science, in-
cluding change and constancy, patterns, cycles, systems, models, and scale. 
To develop a rich knowledge of science and the natural world, students will 
become familiar with different modes of scientific inquiry, rules of evi-
dence, ways of formulating questions, ways of proposing explanations, and  
the diverse ways scientists study the natural world and propose explanations 
based on evidence derived from their work.   
 
3601 Science Grade 6 
Science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is 
on physical science.  This content includes the following: 

¶ differences between elements and compounds 

¶ matter has physical properties that can be used for classification 

¶ the relationship between force, motion, and energy 

¶ some of Earth's energy resources are available on a nearly perpetual ba- 
 sis, while others can be renewed over a relatively short period of time; 
 some energy resources, once depleted, are essentially nonrenewable 

¶ force and motion are related to potential and kinetic energy 

¶ the Law of Conservation of Energy states that energy can neither be cre-            
 ated nor destroyed, it just changes form 

¶ structure of Earth, the rock cycle, and plate tectonics 

¶ the organization of our solar system and the relationships among the 
various bodies that comprise it 
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SCIENCE (contôd) 
 
3701 Science Grade 7  
Science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is 
on organisms and the environment.  This content includes the following: 

¶ interactions occur between matter and energy 

¶ the relationship among force, motion, and energy as applied to living 
 systems 

¶ all organisms are classified into domains and kingdoms; organisms 
 within these taxonomic groups share similar characteristics which allow 
 them to interact with the living and nonliving parts of their ecosystem 

¶ the relationship between organisms and the environment 

¶ populations and species demonstrate variation and inherit many of their 
 unique traits through gradual processes over many generations 

¶ living systems at all levels of organization demonstrate the complemen-
 tary nature of structure and function 

¶ a living organism must be able to maintain balance in stable internal 
 conditions in response to external and internal stimuli 

¶ reproduction is a characteristic of living organisms and that the instruc-
tions for traits are governed in the genetic material 

 
3801 Science Grade 8  
Science is interdisciplinary in nature; however, much of the content focus is 
on earth and space science.  This content includes the following:   

¶ matter is composed of atoms and has chemical and physical properties 

¶ the effects resulting from cyclical movements of the sun, earth, and 
 moon 

¶ characteristics of the universe 

¶ natural events can impact earth systems 

¶ climatic interactions exist among earth, ocean, and weather systems 

¶ interdependence occurs among living systems and the environment and 
that human activities can affect these systems 
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SOCIAL STUDIES 
4601 Social Studies Grade 6  
Social Studies Grade 6 (Contemporary World Cultures) studies the different 
people, places, and regions of the world. The concepts of history, geogra-
phy, government, economics, culture, citizenship, and science and technolo-
gy are applied to contemporary societies. Students will practice critical 
thinking skills by analyzing societies, comparing culture regions, organizing 
and interpreting information, and making predictions. 
 
4701 Social Studies Grade 7  
Social Studies Grade 7 (Texas History) studies the history of Texas from 
early times to the present.  The course includes the study of the regions of 
Texas, local and state government, the rich cultural background of the state, 
and the impact of scientific discoveries and technological innovations on life 
in the modern world.  Students will use critical thinking skills by analyzing 
historical documents relating to the geographic, economic, governmental, 
cultural, and technological factors influencing the growth and development 
of Texas. 
   
4801 Social Studies Grade 8 
Social Studies Grade 8 (U.S. History to 1877) studies the history of the 
United States from the early colonial period through Reconstruction.  His-
torical content focuses on the political, economic, and social events of the 
17th, 18th and 19th centuries.  Students use critical thinking skills to expand 
their knowledge of historical information by analyzing documents relating 
to the geographic, economic, governmental, cultural, and technological fac-
tors influencing the growth and development of the United States.  
 

4811 Pre-AP Social Studies Grade 8  
Social Studies Grade 8 Pre-AP is an open enrollment course with no prereq-
uisites required. The curriculum is based on the Grade 8 Social Studies state 
standards, but emphasizes the higher-level and critical thinking skills of 
analysis, evaluation and synthesis in preparation for the Advanced Place-
ment courses.  Additional focus is placed on inquiry, interpretation of histor-
ical documents, analysis of data from written and visual sources, and the 
evaluation, application and presentation of information. 
 
Consider the information below as you consider your course selection. 

¶ High interest in social studies who enjoy analyzing historical documents 

¶ Enjoys reading using context clues to interpret and predict 

¶ Enjoys presenting ideas in a clear, written format using evidence 

¶ Likes to challenge themselves 

¶ Manages coursework and extra-curricular activities fairly well 

¶ Proactive & willing to ask for help 

¶ Thinks critically as a reader about implications of texts, makes complex 
inferences, and supports thinking. 

¶ Enjoys analyzing events from different perspectives 
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NON-CORE ACADEMIC CLASSES 
The following describes the non-core academics courses offered at Leander ISD 
middle school campuses.  All middle school students will be placed in one of the 
following three courses each year of middle school. 
 
8769/8869 AVID – Grades 7 and 8 
Prerequisites:  Student application, oral and written interview process 

AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) is an academic sup-
port program that prepares students for university eligibility and success.  
AVID places identified students in a rigorous curriculum and gives them 
the support to succeed therein.  The curriculum of the AVID elective fo-
cuses on writing, inquiry, collaboration, organization, and reading 
(WICOR) and including specific strategies for note taking, test preparation 
and research, as well as tutorial support.  The AVID elective class is also 
offered for all four years at the high school level. 
 
8652/8752/8852 APS Grade 6, 7, 8 
This course is designed to provide students with the opportunity to build academic 
behaviors, key cognitive strategies and a deeper understanding and application of 
key content knowledge. All students, with the exception of QUEST, AVID, & 
GTT students, will be placed in this academic support class. 
 
 
8651/8751/8851 QUEST Grade 6, 7, 8 
Prerequisite: Students must be identified as gifted and talented through the 
LISD district criteria. 

All QUEST students will be scheduled into a QUEST Studies class.  
QUEST Studies provides a challenging learning opportunity through an 
interdisciplinary curriculum that addresses themes from the core areas of 
reading, writing, math, science, and social sciences as well as key cognitive 
skills and academic behaviors of critical thinking, creative thinking, re-
search skills, communication skills and independent study.  Also, QUEST 
students are automatically placed in their grade level Pre-AP English Lan-
guage Arts. 
 
Students who are not currently enrolled in QUEST, who desire to be in the 
class, can undergo LISD testing.  More information about testing proce-
dures and dates can be found at the district website. 
 
Students who are transferring to LISD and were previously enrolled in a 
gifted and talented program at their school will submit all documentation 
and testing information to our school registrar.  At that time, documenta-
tion will be submitted to our district representative who will review the 
testing procedures and determine either (a) full reciprocity with placement 
in the class, (b) partial reciprocity with further testing and probationary 
placement in the class, or (c) no reciprocity without placement and the op-
portunity to test through LISD.  
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NON-CORE ACADEMIC CLASSES (contôd) 
 
 
8706/8707 Gateway to Technology One (Foundation Units): Grade 7 
8708/8709 Gateway to Technology Two (Specialized Units): Grade 8 
Project Lead The Way (PLTW)  Gateway to Technology (GTT) offers is a 
strong foundation for further STEM learning in high school and beyond, 
challenging students to solve real-world challenges. This program features 
a project-based curriculum designed to challenge and engage the natural 
curiosity and imagination of middle school students. Students envision, 
design and test their ideas.  In GTT students apply the design process to 
solve problems and understand the influence of creativity and innovation in 
their lives. They also trace the history, development, and influence of auto-
mation and robotics as they learn about mechanical systems, energy trans-
fer, machine automation and computer control systems. The knowledge 
that students gain and the skills they build from the course create a strong 
foundation for further STEM (Science/Technology/Engineering/Math) 
learning in high school and beyond. Throughout ñGatewayò, students ac-
quire knowledge and skills in problem solving, teamwork and innovation, 
as well as explore STEM careers. The grade for GTT will not be averaged 
into the studentôs high school grade point average (GPA), but high school 
elective credit will be awarded.  High School elective credit will be award-
ed to students based on the following criteria: 
¶ Successful completion of GTT One: 0.5 High School elective credit 
¶ Successful completion of GTT Two: 0.5 High School elective credit 
Note: The GTT course is not an open enrollment course and limited seats 
exist.   
 
 

http://www.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://images.clipartpanda.com/robotics-clipart-coloring-book-robot-md.png&imgrefurl=http://pixshark.com/robotics-clipart.htm&h=296&w=213&tbnid=3R_VmxaQBlAZRM:&zoom=1&q=robotics+clip+art&docid=Kq1BvxcwDtlz-M&ei=ffL1VP2
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ELECTIVES 

 

The following describes the elective courses offered at Canyon Ridge Mid-
dle School.  It is our hope that by reading the descriptions students will be 
able to successfully select interesting and appropriate electives for the 
coming school year.  Students in grades six through eight will be required 
to participate in daily physical activity for at least 30 minutes for at least 
four semesters during those grade levels. In addition, students in middle 
school are required to participate in one fine arts course in grade 6, grade 7 
or grade 8.  In LISD, the middle school fine arts course requirement can be 
satisfied by taking art, band, choir, dance, theater, or the elective wheel 
(semester of art 1 and semester of theatre arts 1). Dance or Dance Team are 
considered fine arts courses at the middle school and also satisfy the physi-
cal activity requirement.   
 
Due to fluctuations in our campus enrollment numbers and teacher availa-
bility, changes may be necessary in our elective offerings.  If for any rea-
son an elective is not offered or over capacity, we will place your child in 
his/her next available elective choice.  Consider choices carefully, and be 
prepared to commit to selections for the school year. Students enrolled in 
full year electives are expected to honor their commitments for the entire 
year.     
 
Course         Length of Course          Grade   
Advanced Theater*  Full Year  7-8 
Advanced Art*   Full Year  7-8 
Athletics**   Full Year  7-8 
Band    Full Year  6-8 
Cheerleading**   Full Year  7-8 
Select Choir*   Full Year  7-8 
Choir (boys & girls)  Full Year  6-8 
Dance **   Full Year  7-8 
Drill Team**   Full Year  7-8 
Elective Wheel (Ta 1/ Art 1) Full Year  6 
Lifetime Fitness   Full Year  6-8 
Spanish I   Full Year  8 
Yearbook*   Full Year  7-8 
PE PALS*   Full Year  7-8 
Student Aide*   Full Year 
Art    Half Year  7-8 
Computer Applications  Half Year  7-8 
Dance I**   Half Year  6 
Student Aide*   Half Year  7-8 
Teen Leadership  Half Year  7-8 
Theater Arts   Half Year  7-8 

      
*Teacher approval and completed application required 

 **May be taken in place of Lifetime Fitness  
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PHYSICAL ACTIVITY 
 

Texas Education Code 28.002 (1): Physical Activity Requirements for 
Public School Students, ñéstudents in grades six through eight will be 
required to participate in daily physical activity for at least 30 minutes for at 
least four semesters during those grade levels.ò  All courses listed in this 
section satisfy this requirement. In addition, Dance and Dance Team courses 
will satisfy this requirement. 
 
 

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 
 

 
Lifetime Fitness Grades 6, 7 and 8 
7601-7604, 7701-7702 
Lifetime Fitness is a course designed to teach students the values of a 
healthy lifestyle.  The students are exposed to a variety of team and individ-
ual sports as well as different health topics.   The students will be evaluated 
using a fitness assessment test to help them take ownership of their individu-
al fitness levels.  The class will help students learn goal setting and the im-
portance of good sportsmanship.   The students supply their own workout 
clothes, appropriate workout shoes, and a combination lock.   
 

 

ATHLETICS 
 

The athletics program is based on improving basic skills, setting and attain-
ing goals, self-discipline, and desirable social behavior. Students wishing to 
play any of the athletic sports are required to have a physical by a doctor and 
complete the athletic paperwork requirements.  Any student moving into the 
district mid-season, who wishes to participate in athletics will not be placed 
in athletics without the coaches approval. 
 
 

Boysô Athletics Grades 7 and 8 
7721, 7821  
Boysô athletics offers cross-country, football, basketball, track, and soccer.  
Students must be enrolled in the full year athletics period to play football 
and/or basketball as practices occur within the athletics period.  For all other 
sports, practices occur before or after school and enrolling in the Athletics 
class is not necessary.  Students choosing Athletics as a full year elective 
choice are signing up to play football.   
 

Students who only want to play basketball will enroll in lifetime fitness.  
They may try out for basketball, and if they make the basketball team, their 
schedules will be changed to enter the athletic period (unless a scheduling 
conflict occurs).  Students will remain in the athletics period for the remain-
der of the school year.   
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ATHLETICS (contôd) 

 
Girlsô Athletics Grades 7 and 8 
7722, 7822 
Girlsô athletics is a year-long commitment that offers cross-country, volley-
ball, basketball, track, and soccer.  Any seventh or eighth grade girl who wish-
es to enroll in athletics may do so under the following conditions: 

¶ Satisfactory completion of the introduction to athletics unit during the 
spring semester. 

¶ A student who does not complete the athletics unit may still tryout for the 
volleyball and basketball team.  The student may not sign up for athletics, 
but will receive a schedule change if they make either of these teams.  Stu-
dents will remain in athletics for the remainder of the school year and will 
be asked to complete the athletics unit. 

¶ Participation in at least one of the school sponsored sports (i.e. cross coun-
try, track, soccer, volleyball, or basketball).   

¶ Meeting with the coaching staff at the end of the fall and spring semesters 
to determine if continuation in the athletic program is advised. 

¶ All seventh graders will need the approval of the coaching staff in order to 
continue in the athletics program as an eighth grader 

¶ All eighth graders will need the approval of the coaching staff to be rec-
ommended for high school athletics. 

 
OFF CAMPUS PE 

 
7607  OCPE Boys or Girls Grades 7 and 8 

 

Students in 7th and 8th grade can apply for Off Campus PE (OCPE) by ob-
taining an application documentation form from the guidance office.  There is 
no off campus PE for 6th grade students. OCPE programs may be conducted 
off campus; however, they must be all-year programs, not seasonal league 
sports or activities.  The deadline for a middle school student wishing to apply 
for OCPE is prior to the first day of school of the studentôs upcoming school 
year.  Please see the front section of this catalog for more detailed information 
on OCPE. 
 
The requirements for Off Campus PE Category I and Category II can be found 
at the district website as well as the CRMS Guidance and Counseling website.  
Please refer to these resources for further information regarding vendor re-
quirements and student eligibility.  

 
Without self-disciplines, success is impossible, periodò 

Lou Holtz 
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FALL SPORTS 
 

Football – This is a ñno cutò sport; all students can participate. Seventh 
grade practices are held before school and during first period athletics, and 
eighth grade practices are held during last period athletics and after school. 
Games are played Tuesday afternoons.  Athletes furnish their own shoes and 
towel.  (August – November) 
 

Volleyball - There are tryouts for volleyball.  Athletes are not guaranteed to 
make the team.  Games are played Thursdays after school.  The schedule 
includes Saturday tournaments. Athletes furnish their own shoes and towel.  
(September - October) 
 
Cross-Country– Cross-Country is open to all interested students. Practices 
are before and/or after school.  Meets are held Wednesdays after school.  
Races are two miles long for both boys and girls.  Athletes will learn to run 
between two and six miles a day.  Athletes furnish their own running shoes. 
(September - October )  Enrollment into the athletics class is NOT required 
to participate in this sport. 
 

WINTER SPORTS 
 

Basketball - Tryouts for basketball occur at the beginning of the season.  
Athletes are not guaranteed to make the team. Most games are played on 
Mondays or Thursdays; however, tournaments are scheduled for Friday eve-
nings and Saturdays.  Seventh graders practice before school and during first 
period athletics, and eighth grade practices are held during last period athlet-
ics and after school. Athletes furnish their own shoes and safety equipment 
such as kneepads and mouth guards. (November – February) 

 
SPRING SPORTS 

 
Track and Field- Athletes compete with one seventh grade and one eighth 
grade team. Practices are before and/or after school.  There are tryouts for 
some track and field events. Students furnish their own running shoes. En-
rollment into the athletics class is NOT required to participate in this sport. 
(February – April)  
 
 

Soccer - There are tryouts for soccer.  Athletes are not guaranteed to make 
the team.  Practice occurs before and/or after school. The soccer team con-
sists of one team with both seventh and eighth graders. Athletes must fur-
nish their own shoes.   Enrollment into the athletics class is NOT required to 
participate in this sport. (March – May)  
 
  
 
 



26 

 

 
ADDITIONAL PHYSICAL ACTIVITIES 

 

7711 Cheerleading Grades 7 and 8 
The middle school cheerleading program is a ñno-cutò program open to all 
seventh and eighth grade students.  Cheerleaders perform at all home football, 
volleyball, & basketball games.  They also perform at pep rallies and support 
all other athletic teams.  The members are required to successfully complete a 
spring training clinic to become a member of the squad.  Students must adhere 
to all rules and policies in the organizationôs constitution and by-laws. 
Note:  Depending upon cheer placement, possible schedule conflicts may occur re-
sulting in students being unable to participate in additional opportunities. 
 
 

Dance MS 1 Semester—6630 Grade 6 
Students in sixth grade, in their first year of dance in middle school, enroll in 
Dance MS 1 Semester.  The purpose of this class is to introduce students to 
dance, as well as basic choreography.  The history of selected dance forms 
will be explored, and students will spend the majority of the class time experi-
encing these dance forms through movement and performance.  Students will 
take lifetime fitness opposite this course.  This course is NOT a prerequisite 
for Dance Team. 
 
Dance MS 1 Year —6631 Grade 7 or 8 
 
Students in seventh or eighth grade, in their first year of dance in middle 
school, enroll in Dance MS 1 Year.  The purpose of this class is to introduce 
students to dance, as well as basic choreography.  The history of selected 
dance forms will be explored, and students will spend the majority of the class 
time experiencing these dance forms through movement and performance.  
Students will take lifetime fitness opposite this course.  This course is NOT a 
prerequisite for Dance Team. 
 
Dance MS 2 Year —6731 Grade 7 or 8 
Prerequisite:  Dance MS 1 Semester or Dance MS 1 Year 
 
Dance MS 3 Year —6631 Grade 7 or 8 
Prerequisite:  Dance MS 2  
 
Dance students in their second or third year in middle school dance enroll in 
MS 2 or MS 3.  These courses are full year courses designed to educate stu-
dents in the art form of dance, as well as prepare them to live healthy lifestyles 
and be prepared for success at higher levels of dance instruction.  The classes 
will focus on the following: ballet, modern, jazz, lyrical, hip hop, choreogra-
phy and production.  The students will learn correct terminology and the histo-
ry behind each style of dance.  In addition, students will learn and perform a 
routine for each style of dance and may have the opportunity to create and 
choreograph their own routines. 
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DYAMI DANCERS 
Dance Team 1 (first year as a Dyami Dancer) — 6735  
Dance Team 2 (second year as a Dyami Dancer) — 6835 
 
Prerequisite—Grades 7 & 8 only.  Clinic attendance and director rec-
ommendation.  Note:  Depending upon drill team placement, possible schedule conflicts may 

occur resulting in students being unable to participate in additional opportunities 
 
Middle School Dance Team is a full year course designed for seventh and 
eighth grade students and is an open enrollment activity.  Dance team mem-
bers participate in dance routines at school functions such as football games 
and pep rallies.  The members are required to attend daily before or after-
school practices.  Students must adhere to all rules and guidelines in the 
organizationôs constitution and by-laws including:  
 

¶ The members are required to attend daily after-school practices.   

¶ 70 or above in all classes. 

¶ No N or U in conduct in any class. 

¶ No in-school suspensions or LEO assignments. 

¶ Must attend summer camp (student responsible for payment). 

¶ Student must pay for practice attire. 
 

 FINE ARTS 
Students in middle school are required to participate in one fine arts course 
in grades 6, 7 or 8.  In LISD, the middle school fine arts course requirement 
can be satisfied by taking art, band, choir, dance or theatre. All courses 
listed in this section meet the state fine arts requirement:  
 

ELECTIVE WHEEL 
Art MS 1 (Semester) / Theatre Arts MS 1 (Semester):   
Prerequisite - None, available only in 6th grade 
 
Art MS 1 is an introductory course for students taking art for the first time 
in middle school, and no previous experience is necessary.  Art MS 1 meets 
daily and is available to any student interested in exploring art as an elec-
tive.  Students will have the ability to develop their artistic skills by working 
in a variety of media. 
 
Theatre MS 1 is an introductory course for students taking theatre for the 
first time in middle school, and no previous experience is necessary.  Thea-
tre MS 1 meets daily and is available to any student interested in exploring 
theatre as an elective.  The class meets during the school day; however, 
there may be some outside of class time requirements at various times 
through the year to perform and prepare for performances.  Students will 
have opportunities to develop their performance skills through a variety of 
in-class and outside of class performances, as well as improve their public 
speaking skills. 
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ART 
 

Art MS 1 (Semester): available in 7th/8th grade  
Prerequisite -  None 
Art MS 1 is an introductory course for students taking art for the first time 
in middle school, and no previous experience is necessary.  Art MS 1 
meets daily and is available to any student interested in exploring art as an 
elective.  Students will have the ability to develop their artistic skills by 
working in a variety of media. 
 
Art MS 2 (Semester): available in 7th/8th grade  
Prerequisites: Art MS 1 
 
Art MS 3 (Semester): available in 8th grade 
Prerequisites: Art MS 2 
These courses are for students in their second or third year in a middle 
school art class.  Students will develop new skills and techniques through 
the use of a variety of art media while learning the elements and principles 
of art.  Students will develop skills in perception, creative expression, and 
historical and cultural heritage. 
 
Art MS 2 Advanced (Full Year): available in 7th/8th grade  
Prerequisites: Arts MS 1 
 
Art MS 3 Advanced (Full Year):  available in 8th grade 
Prerequisites: Theatre Arts MS 2 or Theatre Arts MS 2 Advanced 
 
Students are admitted to these classes by application only.  Students must 
have completed Theatre MS 1, Theatre MS 2, or the equivalent in another 
district in order to apply.  By completing the application, students are 
committing to a full year course.  Students in advanced theatre will study 
advanced acting techniques, production and technology skills, theatre his-
tory, modern theatrical media, and professional preparation for auditioning 
for professional theatre. 
 
 

THEATRE ARTS 
 

Theatre Arts encourages students to acquire knowledge of and participa-
tion in the art of theatre and its technical aspects.  The program focuses on 
developing a sense of self and personal artistic vision, understanding thea-
tre's role in culture and society throughout history, performing mono-
logues and duets before classroom audiences, and performing a full length 
play in front of a public audience.  
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Theatre Arts MS 1 (Semester):  available in 7th/8th grade  
Prerequisite -  None 
 
Theatre MS 1 is an introductory course for students taking theatre for the 
first time in middle school, and no previous experience is necessary.  Thea-
tre MS 1 meets daily and is available to any student interested in exploring 
theatre as an elective.  The class meets during the school day; however, 
there may be some outside of class time requirements at various times 
through the year to perform and prepare for performances.  Students will 
have opportunities to develop their performance skills through a variety of 
in-class and outside of class performances, as well as improve their public 
speaking skills. 

 
 

Theatre Arts MS 2 (Semester):  available in 7th/8th grade  
Prerequisites: Theatre Arts MS 1 
 
Theatre Arts MS 3 (Semester):  available in 8th grade 
Prerequisites: Theatre Arts MS 2 
 
Theatre students in their second or third year in middle school theatre en-
roll in MS 2 or MS 3.  These courses build upon the fundamental 
knowledge of drama and theatre arts and offer a more in-depth curricu-
lum.  Students will have opportunities to explore career possibilities in the-
atre and continued participation in high school theatre courses.  In addition 
to technical projects and acting opportunities, activities may include field 
trips and guided preparation for high school advanced theatre placement 
auditions. 
 
Theatre Arts MS 2 Advanced (Full Year): available in 7th/8th grade  
Prerequisites: Theatre Arts MS 1 
 
Theatre Arts MS 3 Advanced (Full Year):  available in 8th grade 
Prerequisites: Theatre Arts MS 2 or Theatre Arts MS 2 Advanced 
 
Students are admitted to these classes by application only.  Students must 
have completed Theatre MS 1, Theatre MS 2, or the equivalent in another 
district in order to apply.  By completing the application, students are com-
mitting to a full year course.  Students in advanced theatre will study ad-
vanced acting techniques, production and technology skills, theatre history, 
modern theatrical media, and professional preparation for auditioning for 
professional theatre. 
 

DANCE 
Dance MS 1 (Semester):  available in 6th grade 
Prerequisite:  None 
Students in their first year of dance in middle school enroll in Dance MS 1.  
The purpose of this class is to introduce students to dance, as well as basic 
choreography.   
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choreography.  The history of selected dance forms will be explored, and 
students will spend the majority of the class time experiencing these dance 
forms through movement and performance.  Students will take lifetime 
fitness opposite this course.  This course is NOT a prerequisite for Dance 
Team. 
 
Dance MS 1 (Full year):  available in 7th/8th grade 
Prerequisite:  None 
 
Dance MS 2 (Full year):  available in 7th/8th grade 
Prerequisite:  Dance MS 1 
 
Dance MS 3 (Full year): available in 8th grade 
Prerequisite:  Dance MS 2 
 
Dance students in their second or third year in middle school dance enroll 
in MS 2 or MS 3.  These courses are full year courses designed to educate 
students in the art form of dance, as well as prepare them to live healthy 
lifestyles and be prepared for success at higher levels of dance instruction.  
The classes will focus on the following: ballet, modern, jazz, lyrical, hip 
hop, choreography and production.  The students will learn correct termi-
nology and the history behind each style of dance.  In addition, students 
will learn and perform a routine for each style of dance and may have the 
opportunity to create and choreograph their own routines. 
 
 
Dance Team 1 (first year as a Dyami Dancer):  available in 7th/8th  
Prerequisites – Clinic Attendance and Director Recommendation 
 
Dance Team 2 (second year as a Dyami Dancer):  available in 8th 
Prerequisites – Clinic Attendance and Director Recommendation 
 
Middle School Dance Team is a full year course designed for seventh and 
eighth grade students and is an open enrollment activity.  Dance team 
members participate in dance routines at school functions such as football 
games and pep rallies.  The members are required to attend daily before or 
after-school practices.  Students must adhere to all rules and guidelines in 
the organizationôs constitution and by-laws. 
 

BAND 
Middle school band students participate in many exciting and rewarding 
activities.  Band fosters creativity, self-esteem, and self-discipline; pro-
motes teamwork; develops higher level thinking and leadership skills; nur-
tures strong bonds of friendship; and creates a family-like environment for 
all students.  Additionally, students benefit from the setting and attainment 
of high-level individual and group goals.  Note:  Depending upon band 
placement, possible schedule conflicts may occur resulting in students being 
unable to participate in additional opportunities. 
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BAND (contôd) 
Band MS 1 (Full year):  available in 6th grade 
Prerequisite: None 
Band MS 1 is a full-year elective for students taking band for the first time 
in middle school, and no previous musical experience is necessary.  The 
class meets daily and is available to any student interested in learning to 
play a band instrument for the first time.  Placement on an instrument is 
based on physical characteristics, student preference, director recommen-
dation, and availability, and LISD band directors guide students in select-
ing the instrument for which they are suited.  The class meets during the 
school day; however, there may be some outside of class time require-
ments at various times through the year to prepare for concerts.  Participa-
tion in concerts is required. 
 
Band MS 2 (Full year):  available in 7th grade 
Prerequisite: Band MS 1 
 
Band MS 3 (Full year):  available in 8th grade 
Prerequisite: Band MS 2 
 
Band students in their second or third year in middle school band enroll in 
MS 2 or MS 3 and are placed by audition into ability-based bands.  Other 
factors that can affect band placement are experience, attitude/behavior, 
and director recommendation.  MS 2 and MS 3 band students present con-
certs throughout the year for both the student body and the community and 
participate in several group and individual contests.  Full band, small 
group, and individualized instruction are provided to ensure the success of 
the students.  Weekly section rehearsals, either before or after school, and 
participation in concerts and contests are required.  
 

CHOIR 
Middle school choir students learn skills that develop their singing voice 
and music reading skills.  Regardless of skill level, students learn musical 
vocabulary, sight-reading, and written notation.  In addition to their choir 
class participation, students have opportunities for individual and small 
group performances.   
 
Choir MS 1 (Full year):  available in 6th grade 
Prerequisite: None 
Choir MS 1 is a full-year elective for students taking choir for the first 
time in middle school, and no previous musical experience is necessary.  
Students focus on music making, exploring the fundamentals of various 
styles of singing, and learning the vocabulary and notation of written mu-
sic.  Choir MS 1 meets daily and is available to any student interested in 
learning to sing for the first time or for those who wish to build on their 
successful experiences in elementary choir.  Participation in concerts is 
required. 
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CHOIR (contôd) 
 
Choir MS 2 (Full year):  available in 7th/8th grade 
Prerequisite: Choir MS 1 
 
Choir MS 3 (Full year):  available in 8th grade 
Prerequisite: Band MS 2 
 
Choir students in their second or third year in middle school choir enroll in 
MS 2 or MS 3.  These courses focus on the continued development of the 
choral voice, with opportunities for work on the solo voice.  Students in 
Choir MS 2 and MS 3 have the opportunity to participate in All-Region, 
UIL, Solo and Ensemble contests, and various music festivals and con-
certs.  Daily rehearsals include vocal production, sight reading and rhythm 
studies, and preparing choral literature for school performances.  These 
courses require a full year commitment and participation in all concerts is 
required. 
 
 

LANGUAGES OTHER THAN ENGLISH 
 

The IB Diploma Program also requires four years of foreign language 
study, therefore it is recommended that potential students take year 
one of foreign language in 8th grade, if possible.   
 
5801 Spanish I Grade 8  
This class follows the same scope and sequence as all the LISD High 
School Spanish I classes.  Therefore, the rigor, pace, and expectations of 
this class will be consistent with those of the high school.  Spanish I intro-
duces the basic language skills of showing, viewing, listening, reading, 
speaking, and writing in Spanish. Students will learn vocabulary and gram-
matical structures through authentic sources necessary to communicate in 
everyday situations. A variety of videos, student presentations, projects, 
and dramatizations will reinforce language skills and introduce various 
aspects of Hispanic culture.  Students are expected to take an active role in 
all oral activities to enhance proper pronunciation.   
Note:  The grade for Spanish I will not be averaged into the studentôs 
high school grade point average (GPA), but high school credit will be 
awarded.  A proficiency exam is available for students who already speak 
Spanish and wish to advance to higher levels of Spanish.  The exam allows 
students to advance in Spanish levels and does award credit for levels 
skipped.  See district website for additional information. Only Spanish I is 
available at the middle school campus.  Students who choose to advance in 
levels will not be able to do so until the ninth grade. 
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ADDITIONAL  ELECTIVES 
 
 
8704 Computer Applications Grades 7 and 8 
At Canyon Ridge Middle school an emphasis will be placed on keyboarding 
as well as basic coding skills.   
 
 
8750 Teen Leadership Grades 7 and 8 
Students will develop leadership skills in an interactive atmosphere.  They will 
learn personal responsibility for their own actions, attitudes, and behaviors 
through role play, creative activities, and daily discussions.  Students will also 
develop communication and public speaking skills, and they will be directly 
involved in community service projects.  They will learn that leadership is 
about being your personal best and supporting others.   
 
 
 8770 Yearbook Grades 7 and 8  
Prerequisite: Completed application  
Students will learn several software programs used to publish the school year-
book, newspaper, and weekly news video broadcast. This publications class is 
generally limited to twenty-five students.  Students must have maintained a B 
average in academic classes the prior year and be responsible, self-motivated, 
reliable, and prompt.  Note: Some campuses will allow sixth grade students to 
participate in yearbook. 
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EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES 
 

National Junior Honor Society - Grade 8 
National Junior Honor Society is a national organization for seventh and 
eighth grade students.  The purpose of this society is to recognize, reward, and 
promote scholastic achievement.  Selection is based on teacher evaluations of 
scholarship, leadership, service, character, and citizenship.  A faculty commit-
tee sets standards that must include a cumulative academic average of a speci-
fied percentage.  Invitations for induction are distributed to seventh graders 
during the spring semester. 
 
Student Council - Grades 6 - 8 
Student Council develops commitment to citizenship, scholarship, leadership, 
human relationships, and cultural values.  The Student Council consists of rep-
resentatives from each team.  General elections are held to elect officers and 
council members.  The objectives of the Student Council are: 

¶ To initiate, implement and complete projects and activities that help the 
   school, the students, the faculty, the administration, and the community; 
¶ To develop and provide opportunities for leadership and service in the 
   local school and community; 
¶ To develop not only leadership abilities within the youth of today, but 
  also leadership for the community, state, and nation for tomorrow; 
¶ To provide a living workshop of democratic processes; 

¶ To increase student involvement and pride in their school. 
 
Clubs - Grades 6 - 8 
Clubs offer the students opportunities to pursue their interests, as well as to 
meet and work with other students. A variety of clubs in which students may 
become involved will be posted on the Guidance/Counseling web page 
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Leander ISD Purpose 
The purpose of LISD is to educate each student to be successful  

in an ever-changing world. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Leander ISD Vision 
Every student is encouraged, supported, and challenged 

to achieve the highest levels of knowledge, 
skills, and character. 

 

10 Ethical Principles   
 

Concern for others 

Promise-Keeping 

Fairness 

Integrity 

Respect for Others 

Excellence 

Honesty 

Accountability 

Law Abidance/Civil Duty 

Loyalty 
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